Holiday Inn Potts Point

HIPP pocket Guide
to sydney
for families

Family holiday fun
all just a hop, skip and
a jump away.
Holiday Inn Potts Point is the perfect base to explore with museums,
galleries and Sydney’s icons intermingling with restaurants and cafes right
on your doorstep.
Whether it’s chic street cafés, friendly neighbourhood restaurants and bars,
artisan bakeries and boutique shopping - there is much to offer in one of
Sydney’s oldest neighbourhoods. Potts Point is a magical mix of art deco
architecture, Victorian apartments and manicured hedges, with hidden
staircases and alleys that lead to leafy, panoramic views over the city.

Sydney on Show
Summer
Sydney Festival - an annual highlight is this major arts festival that runs for three weeks every
January, since establishing in 1977. An event that celebrates summer in Sydney, full of music,
theatre, dance, opera, visual arts, ideas, free and family events - we are right on the doorstep for
many of these top ticket highlight events
The Domain - a large outdoor parklands venue by the Royal Botanic Gardens, hosting a variety
of events throughout the year. At Christmas, make sure to bring a picnic rug and your best little
voices for the annual Carols By Candlelight.

Getting Around

Open Air Cinema - each summer, Mrs Macquarie’s Chair in the Royal Botanic Gardens host a
schedule of films on the massive harbour front screen.

For the visitor, the beauty of Potts Point is its location, accessible to all that Sydney
has to offer. Jump on a train, and in one stop you are in the heart of the city with Sydney’s icons
beckoning. The train station is below the hotel, with only one-stop to Martin Place in the heart
of the CBD.

Easter

Or, choose to walk to the museums, galleries, parklands and Sydney Harbour. The CBD is a
15-minute walk from the hotel.
The best way to explore Potts Point is by foot, where you can discover quaint alleyways and
stop to taste your way around the neighbourhood.

TASTE: Dine Where The Locals Do
Enjoy Sirocco Restaurant with seasonal menus and special offers each week including the
brag-worthy build-your-own burger menu. Design everything from the choice of gourmet
bun, mouth-watering ingredients and condiments to create your own delicious burger concept.
Plus, kids under 12 eat free with a paying adult, from the Kids Menu.

Further afield, some of our favourite family eats are:
Try the gourmet pizza and pasta at Mad Pizza, a vibrant, rustic-chic joint with
exposed-brick walls.
While Fratelli Fresh on Macleay Street is sure to wow the big and little kids with their
delicious ever-changing Italian menu using the freshest ingredients.
Harry’s Café de Wheels is an institution at Woolloomooloo for its range of pies and not
forgetting the mushy peas!
For something different, Bodhi is a vegan dumpling and yum cha mecca right near the
Cook + Phillip Park Aquatic and Fitness Centre.

Sydney Royal Easter Show - an Easter highlight in the Sydney calendar. Held at Sydney
Olympic Park, full of rides, showbags, agricultural shows and exhibitions, fairy floss and the
dagwood dog!

Winter
Vivid Sydney - an annual event, held from late May to mid-June. The city is transformed with a
dazzling array of lights, colour, music and ideas. A jam-packed schedule of creative workshops and
events, and with free installations lighting up a variety of iconic locations across the city, it is a
‘must-do’ in the Sydney calendar.

Sporting Highlights
Cheer on the mighty Swans!
Cheer, cheer the red and the white! Nothing beats the atmosphere of an AFL home game.
Watch the mighty Sydney Swans battle it out at the Sydney Cricket Ground at one of their
many AFL home games during Autumn and Winter.

Other Sporting home games
Nothing beats the buzz of a home game crowd. Take the family to one of Sydney’s home team
games - there’s the Sydney Football Club for soccer fans, the Sydney Roosters for league fans, the
Sydney Swifts for netball fans, and Sydney Kings to witness basketball action. Games are held
in venues including nearby Moore Park, or Allianz Stadium and Qudos Bank Arena at Sydney
Olympic Park.

For a sweet treat, hunt down Gelato Messina, just down the road from the hotel voted
as Australia’s best gelato. The kids will thank you for it, though may take hours choosing which
flavour to try!
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Make me yours!
Colour me in and
tick off where
you’ve been.
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SEE: Iconic Attractions
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1. Sydney Harbour Bridge - there are plenty of ways to view one of the city’s most famous
attractions; travel across by vehicle, stroll or cycle along the walkway, or enjoy a cruise on the
harbour and remember to look up! One of the finest ways to experience the Bridge is to book a
BridgeClimb experience and climb over this steel icon with all the family (kids 8 years
and older).
2. Sydney Opera House - one of the world’s most photographed icons. With the ballet, opera,
theatre and concert program for adults, it’s also a magical venue for the young at heart. There
are experiences tailor-made for babies right through to teenagers. Enjoy live music, dance and
theatre entertainment for every type of family, and during school holidays there is Creative Play
activities and dedicated tours of the building just for kids.
3. Royal Botanic Gardens - a stunning, relaxing place of natural beauty. Wander with the
family via the themed gardens including The Fernery and Palm Grove and stop for the view at
Mrs Macquarie’s Chair. Tired legs are well looked after with The Choo Choo Express providing
scenic tours.
4. Taronga Zoo - arguably the best views of Sydney’s skyline are from the Zoo. Highlight
events during the day are the Seal Show and Bird Show, so bag a seat early to get a good view.
Catch the Sky Safari for top overhead views. A nice way to travel is via ferry or water taxi
to the Zoo.

DO: Family Fun in Sydney
5. Australian Museum - just a short stroll up William Street is Australia’s first museum.
Kids will love the Dinosaurs exhibition with the life size recreations. There’s a variety of hands-on
programs for kids including the Search and Discover Centre, the Tiny Tots and Mini Explorers
drop-in playgroups for pre-schoolers, Kidspace for under 5’s, and a regular school
holiday program.
6. Art Gallery of NSW - in a beautiful location in parklands by the edge of the Royal Botanic
Gardens. See an extensive collection of Australian art, alongside European masters, Asian treasures
and leading local and international contemporary art.
7. Take to the water - Cook + Phillip Park Aquatic and Fitness Centre is located just a short walk
from the hotel with three heated pools and café. The Wave pool is a highlight for kids young and
the young at heart. Andrew “Boy” Charlton Pool in nearby Woolloomooloo is an eight-lane outdoor
heated salt-water swimming pool (only open in summer).
8. St Mary’s Cathedral - a magnificent building and the largest of its kind in Australia, located
in the heart of the city opposite Hyde Park.
9. Life’s a beach - Potts Point is central to many of Sydney’s beautiful beaches. Head to
famous Bondi Beach, or to family favourites, Coogee Beach and Bronte Beach, along Sydney’s
Eastern Suburbs.

10. Hyde Park - Australia’s oldest park, containing the ANZAC Memorial building and visitor
centre, the iconic Archibald Fountain and various themed gardens. Be sure to take a photo
underneath the avenue of magical fig trees, lit up with fairy lights at night.
11. Powerhouse Museum - housed in the old Ultimo Power Station building adjacent to Darling
Harbour, the Museum is the flagship venue of Museum of Applied Arts and Sciences (MAAS). Its
unique and diverse collection spans science, technology, fashion and contemporary culture.
12. Australian National Maritime Museum - located in Darling Harbour, enter the awesome
world of underwater warfare aboard the submarine, and explore the last of the big gun destroyers.
13. Westfield Bondi Junction - one of Sydney’s biggest and most stylish malls, located only
two trains stops or a 10-minute drive away. The CBD offers shopping options for all the family.

Explore: Neighbouring Precincts
14. Bondi to Coogee Coastal Walk - head to Bondi and let the kids discover the myriad of
beaches, parks and rockpool along the Bondi to Coogee Coastal Walk, with six kilometres of
stunning coastal paths.
15. Rushcutters Bay - a pretty harbourside location; with its marina of yachts, cruises, tours
and sailing lessons on the Harbour.
16. Centennial Park - for romantic “old-school” family activities - feed the ducks, go horse
riding, hire a quad bike for all the family or coffee at the bike track while the kids rent and ride.
17. Moore Park’s Entertainment Quarter - for great entertainment and year-round events,
markets and shopping. Keep the kids entertained at the cinemas and the bowling alley.
18. Paddington - home to the famous Paddington Markets every Saturday. Or browse stylish
boutiques on Oxford and William Streets, and enjoy beautifully restored heritage pubs.
19. Darling Harbour - there is so much for families here, whether it’s the year round calendar
of events, or the variety of attractions including SEA LIFE Sydney Aquarium, WILD LIFE Sydney
Zoo, the Australian National Maritime Museum, the Chinese Garden of Friendship and see your
favourite star at Madame Tussauds wax museum.
20. The Rocks - a historical precinct to get a sense of Sydney’s past, explore the cobbled
laneways, cosy cafes and oldest pubs in the country.

